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Our Vision

At Eccleston C of E Primary School, we believe that every child is known and loved by God and is made in the image of God. We are united in our vision of every child fulfilling their God-given potential as they are nurtured to reflect the example Jesus set in all they do.  

We aim to achieve this through instilling a life-long love of learning and development that is rooted in Christian Values.  We strive for excellence in all we do enabling all members of our school to flourish.

 Early Years Foundation Stage at Eccleston CE Primary School

“All children deserve the care and support they need to have the best start in life.  Children learn and develop at a faster rate from birth to five years old than at any other time in their lives so their experiences in early years have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high quality early learning provide the foundation children need to fulfill their potential.”

Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework (DfE 2024)

The four key principles:

· Every child is a unique child
· Children learn through having positive relationships
· Children develop in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults
· Importance of learning and development and acknowledging that children learn in different ways

Areas of Learning and Development 

“The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development”

EYFS - Educational Programmes - (DfE 2024)

There are seven areas of learning and development that set out what we must teach our children.  All the areas are important and inter-connected.   

	Prime areas
	Specific areas

	Communication and Language 
	Literacy

	Physical development
	Mathematics

	Personal, social and emotional development
	Understanding the World

	
	Expressive arts and design


Characteristics of effective teaching and learning

“Play is essential for children’s development, building their confidence as they learn to explore, relate to others, set their own goals and solve problems”

EYFS - Approaches to teaching and learning (DfE 2024)

Our planning and guiding what children learn takes account of the characteristics of effective teaching and learning:  

· playing and exploring  - investigating and “having a go”

· active learning  - concentrating and “keeping on trying” 

· creating and thinking critically  - developing ideas and making links and strategies for “doing things”

Curriculum Guidance  

Development Matters - Non-statutory curriculum guidance for the early years foundation stage
We use Development Matters government curriculum guidance to support us to deliver the learning and development requirements of the EYFS.

Statutory Assessments

“Assessment plays an important part in helping parents, carers and practitioners to recognise children’s progress and plan activities and support”

EYFS Assessment - DfE 2024

Children are assessed on entry to Reception using the statutory Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA).  This data is uploaded to the Baseline ePortal.

At the end of Reception, children are assessed against the Early Learning Goals (ELGs).  This data is shared with parents and submitted to the Local Authority.  It will also be used by staff to inform transition and planning for Year 1.  

Safeguarding and Welfare requirements 

“Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are met and when they have positive relationships with the adults caring for them.”

Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage DfE 2024,

At Eccleston CE Primary school we comply with the welfare requirements and understand we are required to: 

· promote the welfare and safeguarding of children;

· promote good health, preventing the spread of infection and taking appropriate action when children are ill;

· manage behaviour effectively in a manner appropriate for the children’s stage of development and individual needs;

· ensure all adults who look after the children or who have unsupervised access to them are suitable to do so.

· ensure that the premises, furniture and equipment is safe and suitable for purpose;

· ensure that every child receives enjoyable and challenging learning and development experiences tailored to meet their needs; and

· maintain records, policies and procedures required for safe efficient management of the setting and to meet the needs of the children.

For further information see our Safeguarding policy 

Tranistion

Partnership with parents  

“Parents are children’s first and most enduring educators.”

EYFS -  DfE 2024

We value working in partnership with parents and provide many opportunities for parents engagement including:

· Transition visits prior to children starting in reception
· Home visits 
· Regular information sessions throughout the year including: helping your child with early reading, phonics, maths and individual progress meetings
· A variety of collaborative activities including: stay and play sessions and school events
· Daily opportunities to talk to the class teacher both formally and informally if there are concerns
· Use of Class dojo as a platform to collaborate and share children's celebrations and communicate between home and school
* As we operate a mixed Reception and Year 1 class, we can provide a smooth transition and tailor the curriculum to meet your child’s individual learning and development needs.
Inclusion / Special Educational Needs 

“Children develop and learn at different rates”

EYFS - DfE 2024

Eccleston CE Primary School is committed to providing all pupils with equal access to all available provision.   All children are encourage to achieve their best and planning is adapted to meet individual needs.  We ensure every child is included and supported through equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice. (Statutory Framework for the EYFS 2024) 

We believe in early identification of special educational needs and aim to provide additional support for children where necessary and as early as possible. For further information please see the Special Education Needs Policy.  
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