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Introduction 
Religious Education (RE) enables children to understand other people’s beliefs and the impact this has on their lives. Learners have the opportunity to investigate and reflect on some of the most fundamental questions asked by people. Learning about Christianity is at the heart of our curriculum. World religions (Islam and Judaism), alternative world views (e.g. Humanism) or multi-faith units of study are taught over one term each year. By developing children’s understanding of theological concepts, they are given a solid foundation of knowledge which enables them to make sense of others’ beliefs and practices. Children also develop critical thinking skills and the ability to justify an opinion. RE provides a safe space for children to discuss and explore religious, spiritual and philosophical ideas. As a church school, RE takes a high priority in school and is taught weekly. 

Aims 


Religious Education should help pupils:

· To know about and understand Christianity as a diverse global living faith through the exploration of core beliefs using an approach that critically engages with biblical text.

· To gain knowledge and understanding of a range of religions and worldviews appreciating diversity, continuity and change within the religions and worldviews being studied.

· To engage with challenging questions of meaning and purpose raised by human existence and experience.

· To recognise the concept of religion and its continuing influence on Britain’s cultural heritage and in the lives of individuals and societies in different times, cultures and places.

· To explore their own religious, spiritual and philosophical ways of living, believing and thinking.
RE Statement of entitlement:  The Church of England Education Office 2016


Quality of Teaching, Learning and Assessment


Planning the Curriculum

Our school curriculum for RE meets the requirements of the 1988 Education Reform Act (ERA). The ERA stipulates that RE is compulsory for all children. The ERA allows parents to withdraw their child from RE classes if they so wish. The ERA also allows teachers to refuse to teach RE, but only after they have given due notice of their intention to the school governors. The RE curriculum forms an important part of our school’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural teaching. It also promotes education for citizenship. 


As a Voluntary Aided Church school we do not need to follow the agreed local syllabus but are able to write our own one that has been approved by the Governing Body. However, to ensure a good quality RE curriculum that reflects a wide range of religions we have taken advice from diocesan and local advisors. The ERA states that the RE syllabus should reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, and that it should, take account of the teachings and practices of other major religions. Therefore, we teach Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam. Approximately 60% of our RE teaching is based upon Christianity.

Our curriculum is based upon the Diocese of Blackburn’s resource, Questful. In addition some units have been written by the RE leader using source materials from other diocese and local authorities. This follows a 2-year rolling programme which is necessitated by the mixed age classes that we have in school. 

RE is taught using an approach which provides opportunities for children to critically engage with religious texts and explore theological ideas as the basis for learning. Through each unit, children consider a key question and have a focus concept. In the Christianity units, the focus concepts each define a key aspect of ‘The Biggest Story’ which is the overarching narrative of the Bible and children progress in their understanding of these year on year. Alongside understanding theological concepts and the impact of faith on individuals, communities and societies, children pose, think about and discuss philosophical questions. Reflection is built into lessons and children have space to contemplate their own ways of seeing, living, thinking, believing and belonging in the world.
A core part of our RE provision is that children are given the opportunities to meet believers, visit places of worship and interact with religious artefacts.  

As a discrete subject, RE is recorded in the children’s RE books. The children are given lots of opportunities to show their understanding creatively for example through art, writing poems or songs and drama. Each class also has an RE scrapbook which provides a snapshot of ideas encapsulated in the unit lessons. 
Assessment 
We assess children’s work in RE by making informal judgements as we observe them during the lessons. Children will also complete an end of unit assessment task, designed by the teacher, to assess against the end of unit outcomes. At the end of each academic year, teachers judge whether children are developing, meeting or exceeding the expectations of the teaching based on what has actually been taught. We are also able to judge attainment and progress in RE over time. We provide oral feedback to pupils and sometimes written comments. 
We also report to parents on progress and coverage in RE at the end of each academic year.

Special Educational Needs and Inclusion

Children with Special Educational Needs have equal access to RE. All children matter and are given every opportunity to achieve their best. We achieve this by planning a curriculum that will meet the needs of children with special educational needs, children who are more able, children with disabilities, children from all social and cultural backgrounds, and different ethnic groups. There is no element of religious worship in RE lessons and no religion is promoted over any other. This enables all children to be included happily.

We meet the needs of all children by:

· providing resources that reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and stereotyping

· using a range of teaching strategies that are based on their needs

· ensuring access to every activity is safe 

 Outcomes for Pupils
Monitoring and Evaluation

The subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standards of the children’s work and the quality of teaching in RE. The subject leader is responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of RE, for being informed about current developments in the subject, and for providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school.  

The RE subject leader completes a range of tasks in line with the schools agreed subject leadership model.

Role of the Governing Body

The FGB will receive a written report highlighting strengths and areas for development by the subject leader when requested.
Continuous Professional Development

All subject leaders are given the opportunity to attend INSET specifically related to developing their role in leadership and management. Whole school and individual INSET will be planned in line with the priorities in the SSDP.

The subject leader supports colleagues in their teaching by giving them information about current developments in the subject, and by providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. This is done through Professional Development Meetings and informal conversations. We believe in the importance of training for staff delivering RE. Staff are encouraged to access appropriate training and support to help them deliver effective RE.
Subject Leader – Mrs Katie Prescott
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