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Introduction 
At Eccleston CE Primary School, we value the importance of the arts provision to nurture the whole child. We believe it allows each individual to use their imagination to inspire their creativity, take risks and extend their cultural understanding. This will promote enjoyable, memorable learning experiences and develop an individual’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural understanding of the world in which they live.

“Art is a foundation subject of the National Curriculum and an important part of developing our children’s ability to develop their individual creativity, express their ideas and understanding and to work both individually and collaboratively with others.”
National Curriculum 2014
 
Intent

At Eccleston, we value Art and Design as an important part of the children’s entitlement to a broad and balanced curriculum. Art and Design provides the children with the opportunities to develop and extend skills and an opportunity to express their individual interests, thoughts and ideas.
 
Art, craft and design embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. A high-quality art and design education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. As pupils progress, they should be able to think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of art and design. They should also know how art and design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation.
 
Through quality art teaching, staff support all children in:
· Producing creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences
· Becoming proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques
· Evaluating and analysing creative works using the language of art, craft and design
· Learning about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms.
    .   Enjoying art through a broad and balanced curriculum which builds on previous work                                     
         and achievements.

Implementation

The teaching and implementation of the Art and Design Curriculum at Eccleston Primary School is based on the National Curriculum, with work complementing termly science, history, geography, maths or literacy lessons, ensuring a well structured approach to this creative subject.
At Eccleston, quality art and design is provided for all children by:
· Enabling children to develop non-verbal means of organising ideas and expressing thoughts    and feelings and record, communicate and express these ideas in different ways. 
· Extending and broadening each child’s knowledge about the arts by exploring a wide range of artists, sculptors and architects. 
· Exploring visual, tactile and sensory qualities of materials and processes. 
· Developing observational skills with an attention to detail. 
· Understanding colour, shape and space and pattern and texture and use these to represent their ideas and feelings. 
· Using a wide variety of media in appropriate ways and use a given media in a variety of ways to develop a theme. 
· Evaluating a piece of work and be able to go on and modify/change it and reflecting on how to develop their skills further. 
· Developing the skills of appreciation of other people’s work. 
· Implementing rigorous health and safety measures in order for children to remain safe when using the variety of tools needed in Art.   All children are taught to develop a knowledge and understanding of safety procedures and rules. These include considering risks and hazards and the following of simple instructions to control risk to themselves and others and being shown how to use tools and other pieces of equipment safely.
 
Impact
Through Art and Design lessons at Eccleston, the children will progress through the Early Year Foundation Stage, KS1 and KS2, following the National Curriculum objectives.  They will see art and design as a whole process, which allows the use of logical and creative thinking, the solving of problems and the building of skills and strategies to fulfil a design, either independently, with a partner or as a small team.

Evidence of the impact of our Art and Design curriculum will be assessed by the art lead, class teachers and support staff, through discussion and observation during lessons and by the children’s recording of activities.

The subject leader will monitor the impact of the Art and Design curriculum through scrutiny of work, lesson observations and pupil voice.  

Subject Leader for Art – Michelle Roxburgh and Bev Arrowsmith
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